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A Comparison of performance on an essay exam in the light of the open and closed
book tests for second preparatory governmental language school students in Qena.
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Abstract

The study aimed to compare the performance on an essay test between the open-book and
closed-book tests formats. To achieve this objective, an experimental approach was used, and a
28-item essay test was designed by the researcher based on the "New Hello" English language
curriculum for the academic year 2022/2023. The pilot study sample consisted of 66 male and
female students from the second preparatory grade in a governmental language school in Qena
Governorate. After verifying the validity using face validity and expert judgment, The
reliability was assessed using Cronbach's alpha method on a closed test format, where the alpha
coefficient value was 0.65. This was considered acceptable in the light of the small number of
items (28 statements). The initial sample size was 50 participants, who were divided into two
homogeneous groups, with each group consisting of 15 male students and 10 female students.
The control group used the closed-book test format, while the experimental group used the
open-book test format. To examine the effects of test format and gender on performance and
the interaction between the two independent variables, the Scheirer-Ray-Hare test was used.
The results indicated statistically significant differences between the open-book and closed-
book test groups in terms of student performance, favoring the open-book format. There were
also statistically significant difterences between genders, with females outperforming males in
the test. However, there was no interaction effect between the two factors. In conclusion, the
study recommended that teachers consider using open-book test formats in their assessments to
improve students' performance in essay tests, as the open-book format demonstrated

superiority in aligning test questions with deep learning objectives.
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Scheirer-Ray-Hare results for the effects of Book Test Type, Gender and interaction on the academic
performance.
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