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Political Relations of Cyrene with the Greeks under the Battiad
Dynasty (639 - 440BC)

Abstract:

This study focused mainly on the nature of the political relations
of the Battiad dynasty of Cyrene with the Greeks. The dynasty’s
positions showed political stalemate towards the Greeks, the features of
which manifested during the reigns of its founders, the two kings: Battus
I and his son Arcesilaus 1. Such positions were due to the two kings’
wish not to arouse the indignation of the Libyan tribes that supported
them in the establishment of the nascent settlement, as this might result
in a permanent and uninterrupted influx of Greek immigrants and their
crowding out of those tribes. But over time, these relations devolved, in
stark contrast to this stalemate, into a major political opening during the
reign of the rest of the kings of that Battiad dynasty. Hence, to establish
the foundations and pillars of their sovereignty in that nascent settlement,
the kings of the Battiad dynasty were very keen to attract more Greek
migrations to recruit them as mercenaries in the army, thus ignoring the
anger of the indigenous people. They further intended to grab the
Libyans’ most fertile land for the benefit of the newcomers. As a result, a
serious negative impact on the strength of the social cohesion of the two
Greek and Libyan inhabitants of Cyrene led to much turmoil and bloody
conflicts, exacerbated by the presence of external forces represented in
Egypt and Carthage lurking in that statelet. The dynasty finally ended up
being dethroned after a period of rule that lasted nearly two centurie.

Keywords: The Greeks- Battus- Arcesilaus- Cyrene- Delphic
oracle- the Libyan tribes- Carthage- the Achaemenid Persians.
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